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General procedure for student performance

Students will perform the examination in pairs, with one student serving as a patient while the other is evaluated.  Each student will have fifteen minutes to:

read a brief scenario that describes a client and the client's problems.  

decide upon two appropriate goniometric measurements, and two appropriate manual muscle tests.  

explain the reasons for choosing these tests and measurements.

communicate effectively with the simulated patient.

perform correctly the tests and measurements.  

Students must perform these tests and measurements according to the standards that instructors required during two previous practical examinations that examined skills in goniometry and manual muscle testing.  Students who have not retained copies of the standards should request the course coordinator to email the original files. 

Sample client scenarios:

A patient with osteoarthritis of both hips and knees is having trouble with dressing, especially putting on socks.  The therapist needs to understand whether the person has adequate range of motion or strength to perform the task.

A patient who has recovered from total hip replacement surgery is permitted to bear full weight on the involved limb.  However, she walks with a pronounced lean toward the involved side whenever she puts weight on that limb.  In addition, her steps are uneven; she bears weight very briefly on the involved limb when compared to the uninvolved limb.

Determination of examination grade

The practical examination counts for 5 percent of the course grade in PHTH/OCTH 7143 (Control of Human Movement IPRIVATE 
). Instructors assign grades on the following basis:


5 - The student performs all tests and measures, and answers all the examiner's questions while receiving two or fewer minimal cues.


4 - The student performs all tests and measures, and answers all the examiner's questions while receiving three or four minimal cues.

3 - The student performs all tests and measures, and answers all the examiner's questions while receiving one major cue, or more than four minimal cues.

2 - The student performs all tests and measure, and answers all the examiner's questions while receiving two or three major cues.

1 - The student performs all tests and  measures, and answers all the examiner's questions while receiving more than three major cues.

0 - The student cannot perform the tests and measures, and cannot answer questions about the topic.

Instructors define a "minor cue" as a hint or additional question that leads the student to the correct procedure or answer.   A major cue involves the instructor or the simulated patient providing the student with the answer.
